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Colorado leGislature Candidates

Colorado House district 18
PeTe Lee
1600 W. Cheyenne Rd       
Colorado Springs, CO. 80906
RepPete@gmail.com • 719 460-2834 
PeteLeeColorado.com
education: BA Ohio Wesleyan, JD Akron Univ. 
occupation: Lawyer, Small Business Owner

1. I will continue fi nding bipartisan, creative solutions that 
improve the economy, create job opportunities, and fund 
essential services while making government more effi cient, 
effective, accountable and transparent. I will continue 
reforming the criminal justice system to make it more 
restorative and save tax money.  Education is essential to 
economic development.

2. I propose a statewide economic development and 
revitalization plan. The plan includes “Buy Colorado,” which 
gives local companies the fi rst opportunity to provide state 
goods and services. The plan also includes “economic 
gardening” to nurture local entrepreneurial small businesses 
including renewable and alternative energy, bioscience, IT, 
tourism and aerospace.

3. Under the federal Constitution, immigration is a federal 
government responsibility, so state action is limited.  
Nevertheless, I would urge Congress to adopt comprehensive 
immigration reform including providing paths to citizenship 
or permanent resident status, respecting both family units 
and the rule of law, and ensuring the integrity of our borders. 

4. I support state health care exchanges as a market solution, 
and provisions of ACA that allow parents to keep children on 
their policies, require insurance companies to pay out 80% 
of premiums and prevent cancelling ill patients. Colorado 
should continue to enact creative reforms to improve care 
and expand coverage. 

5. I supported civil unions during the legislative sessions in 
2011 and 2012.  The right to form civil unions is a basic civil 
and human right.  Denial of this right is illegal discrimination 
and violates the equal protection clause.  I believe all 
committed couples should have equal rights under the law.

6. abortion should be legal, but with certain restrictions

7. I am committed to public education. I voted to allocate 
additional state money to K-12 education and supported a bill 
to increase early childhood education, literacy, and teacher 
effectiveness and accountability.  Resources should be 
increased and allocated according to formulas that takes into 
account needs of students and localities.

8. I oppose discrimination against demographic groups for 
any reason in employment, housing, public accommodations 
and commercial transactions.  Claims that personal religious 
beliefs justify public discrimination have been rejected by the 
Supreme Court.

1. Why are you running and, 
if elected, what will be your 
priorities?

2. How should Colorado create 
jobs that provide living wages 
for all Coloradans including 
women, single parent families 
and communities of color?

3. How should Colorado 
address immigration issues? 

4. Do you support or oppose 
the Affordable Care Act? What 
steps should Colorado take 
(if any) to reduce health care 
costs, increase access to health 
care and promote quality of 
health care services?

5. Would you support or oppose 
legislation to create civil 
unions in Colorado? Why?

6. Which of the following 
comes closest to your views on 
the issue of abortion?
�r���"�C�P�S�U�J�P�O���T�I�P�V�M�E���C�F���M�F�H�B�M���J�O��
all circumstances
�r���"�C�P�S�U�J�P�O���T�I�P�V�M�E���C�F���M�F�H�B�M����C�V�U��
with certain restrictions
�r���"�C�P�S�U�J�P�O���T�I�P�V�M�E���P�O�M�Z���C�F���M�F�H�B�M��
in the case of rape, incest or if 
the life or health of the woman 
is in danger
�r���"�C�P�S�U�J�P�O���T�I�P�V�M�E���C�F���J�M�M�F�H�B�M���J�O��
all circumstances

7. As an elected offi cial, what 
would you do to help Colorado 
improve our public education 
system? How should scarce 
resources be allocated?

8. Would you support or 
oppose legislation allowing 
individuals, businesses, or 
groups to discriminate against 
specifi c demographic groups 
on the basis that not doing 
so would violate personal 
religious beliefs? Why or why 
not?

Candidate
Questions
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Colorado House district 18
BRAnDOn HUGHes
3460 Beechwood Court   
Colorado Springs, CO 80918
bhughes2121@gmail.com 
719-963-1472
education: UCCS 
occupation: Self-Employed - Former Commodities Trader

Colorado House district 19
ALAn M. BAsseTT
18770 Saint Andrews Drive       
Monument, CO 80132
ambassett1@comcast.net • 719-439-2889 
www.alanbassett.com
education: B.A. 
occupation: Regional Sales Manager

1. I am running to act as a conduit for the people of Colorado’s 10th 
Senate District. Energy, food, and economic issues are a priority to 
me.

2. A new form of energy is needed. Unfortunately, until the 
vested interests relinquish their grip which are supported by old 
technologies and energy sources, the available solutions to our 
modern problems cannot be implemented.

3. If the Fed continues on the path of Quantitative Easing, then 
immigration will not be an issue. Flight of capital and labor OUT 
of the state/country will be the issue as our currency will fail and 
infl ation will skyrocket (despite defl ation in assets and business 
activity).

4. No. I want it repealed. It’s a multidimensional problem that can’t 
be solved in 50 words.  

5. 

6. Abortion should be illegal in all circumstances. 

7. To start, teach a second language when the brain is most open to 
language (preschool through 4th grade) instead of in high school. 
Introduce consumer fi nance classes in junior high and high school 
for fi nancial literacy. Require Latin as it’s the basis for most Western 
languages and would improve SAT verbal scores.

1. As Libertarians, we seek a world of liberty; a world in 
which all individuals are sovereign over their own lives and 
no one is forced to sacrifi ce his or her values for the benefi t 
of others. 
I  believe that respect for individual rights is the essential 
precondition for a free and prosperous world

2. I  do support the repeal of all laws which impede the ability 
of any person to fi nd employment.  

3. For those workers already in the United States illegally, 
we can avoid “amnesty” and still offer a pathway out of the 
underground economy. We can assess fi nes require, back 
taxes.  Take their place at the back of the line should they 
eventually apply for permanent residency.

4. I favor restoring and reviving a free market health care 
system. I recognize the freedom of individuals to determine 
the level of health insurance they want.  People should be free 
to purchase health insurance across state lines.

5. Sexual orientation, preference, gender, or gender identity 
should have no impact on the government’s treatment of 
individuals. Government does not have the authority to 
defi ne, license or restrict personal relationships. 

6. Recognizing that abortion is a sensitive issue and that 
people can hold good-faith views on all sides, I believe that 
government should be kept out of the matter, leaving the 
question to each person for their conscientious consideration.

7. Education is best provided by the free market, achieving 
greater quality, accountability and effi ciency with more 
diversity of choice. Education of children is a parental 
responsibility, I would restore authority to parents to 
determine the education of their children, without interference 
from government. Parents should have control of and 
responsibility 

8. Libertarians embrace the concept that all people are born 
with certain inherent rights. Government should neither deny 
nor abridge any individual’s human right based upon sex, 
religion, wealth, ethnicity, creed, age, national origin, personal 
habits, political preference or sexual orientation.



el paso County CoMMissioner Candidates 

1. Why are you running and, if elected, 
what will be your priorities?

2. What are the most pressing issues facing 
El Paso County and how will you address 
them?

3. How should El Paso County make 
necessary budget cuts while simultaneously 
addressing the increased need for services 
due to the recession, including services 
provided through the El Paso County 
Health Department and the Department of 
Health and Human Services and services 
provided by private charities? 

4. El Paso County residents pay on 
average, $1 per person per year in sales 
and property tax support for their county 
parks and trails. That’s just 1.1% of the 
county’s general revenue budget. Recent 
surveys indicate county residents see their 
county parks and trails as priorities. Would 
you support increased funding for these 
resources at sustainable levels and where 
would you fi nd the money?

5. Which of the following resolutions would 
you support and why?

(a) Recognition of National Day of Prayer
(b) Recognition of Cinco de Mayo
(c) Recognition of Transgender 
Remembrance Day
(d) Recognition of World AIDS Day
(e) Recognition of National Sanctity of 
Human Life Day
(f) Recognition of Holocaust Remembrance 
Month
(g) Recognition of Juneteenth

6. As county commissioner, what would you 
do to ensure a balance between promoting 
job growth and sustainable development in 
El Paso County?

7. Some people in this community believe 
that merging the city of Colorado Springs 
and El Paso County would eliminate 
ineffi ciencies and create economies of 
scale.  Please tell us where you stand on 
this issue and why.

8. Many counties have decided to utilize 
vote by mail, vote centers or consolidating 
precincts as a way to save money when 
running elections.  How much should cost 
impact decisions about the kind of election 
we have; and what style of voting would 
you support?

Candidate
Questions

el paso County Commissioner 
district  2
KARynA LeMUs
5108 Sweetgrass Lane     
Colorado Springs, CO 80922
misskaryna@ymail.com • 719-360-9609  
www.facebook.com/
KarynaLemusForCountyCommissioner and 
www.gp-ppr.org
education: B.A. Political Science/Global Politics emphasis from UCCS  
occupation: Conference Support Specialist

el paso County Commissioner 
district 3
sALLie CLARK
PO Box 38279    
Colorado Springs, CO 80937
Info@ElectClark.com
719-471-4023/719-520-6413 
www. ElectClark.com
education: Associates
occupation: Small Business Owner/
El Paso County Commissioner District 3/Board Vice Chair

1. Representing the Green Party’s Ten Key Values, I 
envision a self-suffi cient, just, peaceful, & sustainable 
community strengthened by respect for diversity, life, & 
empathy for one another. I’d like to register more Green 
voters disillusioned with the current two parties which do 
not advance the principles I stand for.

2. Banning hydraulic fracturing through a Community 
Bill of Rights, supporting renewable energy, developing 
urban gardens, parks, trails, and stormwater infrastructure 
through additional property taxes, improving public 
transportation/schools, ending growth subsidies, 
increasing self-suffi ciency/local economy,  & creating an 
environment that supports social/economic  justice through 
rational, intelligent, and compassionate policies/educational 
campaigns.

3. Without cuts: End growth subsidies/tax cuts benefi tting 
developers/corporations, support local businesses/keep our 
money circulating here (25% local economies can create 
1,900 jobs and $12 million in increased tax revenue), and 
increase the mill levy since property taxes provide the 
fairest method of distributing costs, which would fund 
necessary services.

4. Additional property taxes would ensure that we preserve 
parks and trails. Ending corporate subsidies which export our 
dollars to other regions, increase sprawl, and fail to reduce 
unemployment while voting yes for Amendment 64 (increasing 
tax revenue through local hemp/marijuana industry), are 
sustainable ways to fund these projects and more.

5. Resolutions supported 
B)  Cross-cultural interaction helps us fi nd meaningful 
value in diversity.
C)  The continuing oppression towards the transgender 
community must not be ignored nor forgotten.
D)  To reduce the social stigma associated with HIV/AIDS 
and testing. 
E)  Committed to peace and respectful relationships 
             transcending socially-created boundaries.
F)  Let’s celebrate freedom, African-American culture, and 
promote civil rights!

6. What long-term effects do these decisions have on our 
environment, workers’ rights, local businesses, and self-
suffi ciency? Developing our renewable energy industry is 
economically viable (renewable energy creates 16.7 jobs and 
the fossil fuel industry creates 5.3 jobs for every $1 million 
spent) and will help mitigate the climate change crisis.

7. Local control is good, but if taxpayers don’t want to fund 
city services, they could vote to un-incorporate. There are 
also several areas of unnecessary duplication. The 2009 
Sustainable Funding Committee suggested the creation of 
one emergency services call center and the region’s three 
SWAT teams could also be consolidated.

8. Cost impact should not affect elections. To prevent 
disenfranchising voters without an address, who have 
recently moved, have no government-issued photo ID, 
have no transportation or live far from consolidated voting 
centers, I support multiple polling places, a mail-in ballot 
option, same day voter registration, and no voter ID 
requirement.

1. I’m a successful small-business owner, community 
volunteer, and hold leadership positions at local, state and 
national levels, enabling me to better advocate and represent 
our citizens. I’ve fought for limited government, reduced 
regulations, transparency, eliminating government waste and 
for the safety of our children. I’ll continue to get things done.

2. Public safety, jobs-economy, transportation, quality of 
life. 1) The DA and I spearhead a program to proactively 
prevent child abuse. 2) Teamed with Chamber’s “Barriers 
to Business” effort, reduced fees/regulations, streamlined 
processes. 3) Fought for roads and bridge maintenance 
4) Working to preserve Bear Creek Regional Park, restore 
Rainbow Falls. 

3. As liaison to both, I’ve supported our safety net with a 
proven record. Through sound budgeting, El Paso County is 
fi nancially stable. Because of consolidation, reorganization, 
and strategic planning, the Commissioners have been praised 
through our high bond rating. I’m committed to a balanced 
budget and assuring essentials are supported.

4. I work everyday to support county parks and trails through 
my actions and projects.  Unfortunately, our economy is 
still struggling; our Sheriff’s Offi ce and our stormwater, 
transportation systems and public safety are facing critical 
needs and mandates.  Therefore, I would encourage public/
private partnerships and grants as the best additional 
resources.

5. Resolutions supported
(a) Recognition of National Day of Prayer (yes)
(b) Recognition of Cinco de Mayo (yes-have sponsored)
(c) Recognition of Transgender Remembrance Day (no)
(d) Recognition of World AIDS Day (yes)
(e) Recognition of National Sanctity of Human Life Day (yes)
(f) Recognition of Holocaust Remembrance Month (yes)
(g) Recognition of Juneteenth (yes-have sponsored)

6. As a pro-business advocate with a commitment to our 
environment, I supported the reasonable approach on oil 
and gas regulations that encouraged economic potential 
while addressing water quality. I support improved storm-
water management, transportation improvements, our 
military, strategic and fi nancial planning to leverage precious 
resources. 

7. El Paso County encompasses eight cities/towns and 2,158 
square miles with approximately 1,900 unincorporated. 
It’s not feasible to place that burden on the City. Through 
the Shared Services Task Force (which I co-chaired), we’re 
implementing/considering cost saving partnerships: facilities 
maintenance, humane society, contracts/procurement, 
stormwater, and transportation among others. 

8. While cost is one factor, others include trust in our election 
process and choice. We must ensure those eligible to vote 
can exercise their right and I believe in options which include 
mail-in, election day, and early voting. Importantly, we must 
ensure accurate handling/counting of ballots. 
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el paso County 
Commissioner district 3
JOHn MORRis
566 Observatory Dr    
Colorado Springs, CO 80904
johnemorris563@earthlink.net 
719-633-4958
www.votejohnmorris.com
education: BA (summa cum laude), MAT, PhD
occupation: Retired Public School Teacher

el paso County 
Commissioner district 4
DOsKOR 
HAnCHeTT
PO Box 17031      
Colorado Springs, CO 80935
ElectDoskorHanchettJr@hotmail.com
719-390-8253 
ElectDoskorHanchettJr.com
education: Master of Public Administration 
occupation: Simi-Retired Civil Servant

el paso County 
Commissioner district 4
BRADLey 
HARRis
615 San Fernando Pl   
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
bhempster@gmail.com
719-369-7584 
education: High School Graduate with life experience, 
business partner 
occupation: Construction and Solar Installation

1) I AM OUTRAGED BY THE COUNTY CLERK’S EFFORTS 
AT VOTER SUPPRESSION AND BY MY OPPONENT’S 
MANIPULATIONS TO CREATE AN ADDITIONAL TERM IN OFFICE 
FOR HERSELF.  FINALLY, I BELIEVE THAT AFTER 40 YEARS OF 
A 5-0 REPUBLICAN MAJORITY IT IS LONG PAST TIME FOR A 
PROGRESSIVE POINT OF VIEW ON THE BOARD.

2) THE DECEPTIVE THIRD-TERM BALLOT LANGUAGE WAS 
CAREFULLY SELECTED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS IN 
2010.  THE VOTER DEMAND FOR A NEW ELECTION TO CLARIFY 
THE ISSUE WAS BLUNTED BY THE COUNTY CLERK WHO SAT AS 
ONE OF THE COMMISSIONERS THAT PLACED THE DECEPTIVE 
WORDING ON THE BALLOT ORIGINALLY.  

3) (PLEASE GO TO MY WEBSITE AT W.W.W.VOTEJOHNMORRIS.
COM FOR MORE EXTENSIVE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS 
AND MY POSITION ON A WIDE NUMBER OF ISSUES)   
INADEQUATE FUNDING FOR NECESSARY COUNTY PROGRAMS 
CAUSED BY A WOEFULLY INADEQUATE TAX BASE WHICH 
COMES FROM THE VOTERS’ COMPLETE DISTRUST OF THE 
ELECTED LEADERSHIP OF THE COUNTY. 

4) IT CAN’T BE DONE.  CUTTING BUDGETS IS NO WAY TO 
IMPROVE SERVICES.  INSTEAD WE MUST ADDRESS THE 
SHORTFALLS IN THE COUNTY INCOME STREAM.  THIS MUST 
GO BEYOND SALES TAXES SINCE THEY DISCRIMINATE AGAINST 
OUR POORER CITIZENS AND ARE BECOMING LESS AND LESS 
RELIABLE AS AN INCOME SOURCE.

5) OUR PARKS AND TRAILS ONE OF THE COUNTY’S STRONGEST 
ASSETS ESPECIALLY IN DISTRICT #3 AND NEED TO BE DEVELOPED.  
THOSE INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 
THAT MOST BENEFIT COULD BEAR SOME ADDITIONAL BURDEN 
THROUGH APPROPRIATE TAXATION OR FEES.   

5.) GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE A UNIFYING AND WELCOMING 
AGENCY FOR THE COMMUNITY.  IN THAT SPIRIT, I WOULD BE 
FAVORABLE TO MOST SUCH RESOLUTIONS.   THERE MAY BE 
SOME THAT CROSS A PARTISAN LINE NOT APPROPRIATE FOR A 
GOVERNMENT OF ALL THE PEOPLE.  I WOULD HAVE TO JUDGE 
THOSE ON AN INDIVIDUAL BASIS.  

6) GOVERNMENT SHOULD MAINTAIN AS STABLE A COMMUNITY 
AS POSSIBLE TO RAISE OUR FAMILIES AND CONDUCT 
OUR BUSINESS.  TO THAT END, GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
ACCUMULATE RESOURCES IN GOOD TIMES AND INVEST THOSE 
RESOURCES IN THE COMMUNITY IN HARD TIMES TO MINIMIZE 
THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY ECONOMIC DOWNTURNS AND 
NATURAL DISASTERS. 

7) I WOULD NOT ADVOCATE A COMPLETE CITY/COUNTY 
MERGER.  I WOULD ADVOCATE COMBINING SPECIFIC 
DEPARTMENTS WHERE IT WOULD PROMOTE EFFICIENCY OF 
OPERATIONS AND CONSISTENCY OF REGULATION.  BEYOND 
THAT, I SUPPORT THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE COOPERATION 
BETWEEN THE CITY AND COUNTY ON THOSE ISSUES THAT 
IMPACT BOTH, LIKE DRAINAGE, TRANSPORTATION, AND PUBLIC 
SAFETY.  

8) NEVER SHOULD SAVING MONEY BE THE OBJECT OF 
CHANGING THE VOTING PROCESS.  IF MONEY CAN BE SAVED BY 
NON-INTRUSIVE EFFICIENCIES, THEN SO BE IT.  I RECOMMEND 
VOTING BY MAIL SINCE IT CAN BE SAFE AND CONVENIENT.  
HOWEVER, THIS AND ALL VOTING METHODS MUST BE 
PROTECTED FROM INTERFERENCE BY COUNTY AND STATE 
OFFICIALS.  

1. I’m running for the people.  The people need 
someone in offi ce that will represent them and 
provide for their needs.  I will do all that I can to 
see that the people are getting the best treatment 
possible from county government.  The Fountain 
Valley Area needs a health facility.

2. The most pressing issue is how to fi nd 
money in the budget to pay for the needs of 
the people while maintaining county services, 
buildings, parks and infrastructure.  I would 
push to maintain the same level of residential 
property taxes while making a slight increase on 
commercial property taxes.

3. I would not support any budget cuts except 
for wasteful spending due to ineffi ciency.  I 
support an “Anti-Austerity Policy” for county 
government.  I would seek to partner with the 
State and Federal Government to help provide 
funding for the increase demand on services due 
to the recession. 

4. I would increase funding for those resources.  
I would allocate an increase portion from the 
slight increase of the commercial property 
taxes.  The commercial property taxes would 
be restructured and taxed based on the value of 
the property and the amount of income that the 
property generates.  

5. I would give equal attention to recognizing 
all of those resolutions because I believe that 
all of them are dear to those who have been 
personally affected by the remembrance of the 
events that have brought them about.  I support 
their concerns and their constitutional right to 
pursue happiness.

6. I would offer property tax reduction incentives 
to both residential and commercial property 
owners who are able to install energy effi cient 
devices that increase the building effi ciency by 
20%.  This measure would create “Green Jobs” 
for the needy, reduce property taxes and save 
money through reduced energy consumption.

7. There isn’t enough commercial development 
outside of the city to warrant it.  Police and 
fi re protection for commercial development 
is normally the driving force for bringing 
about consolidation.  Effi ciency may not result 
because more personnel would be required 
with a disproportionate increase cost to the city 
occupants.

8. I like the current system.  Reduction in the 
number of precincts would be unacceptable 
because it might discourage grassroots 
participation in the primary process. I don’t 
believe that enough of a cost savings would 
be realized to justify any change.  I support 
registration and early voting at Sunday church 
service.  

1. Global Warming is a result of our  economic 
and residential system ignoring operational 
costs to the environment and citizen health.  
County Commissioners must consider the 
impact of any development and management of 
land, water

2. Urban/suburban sprawl building policies  
incur inordinate use of fossil fuels, high costs 
for fi re protection  in forested  areas,  overuse 
of water for fracking.   Even the Civilian Service 
Center is high fossil fuel use including access of 
clientele.   For example, that building should be 
loaded with solar panels.   

3. We can afford $ 89,000 salaries for 5 
commissioners.  Tax global warming items.     
Why aren’t services directed to helping  the 
poor and sick  become  part of a Green 
Economy —that doesn’t make them sick.     
HHS is contracting with ineffi cient, Global 
Warming denying organizations. 

4. If the residents consider these a priority then 
they should be willing to pay the increased 
taxes necessary for sustainable operation.

5. The injustices of the past will not be 
corrected via  remembrance days.    I can’t 
imagine a highly paid body spending time on 
such resolutions that are reallycovert  litmus 
test of either the right or left defi nitions of 
correctness.    All human diversity should be 
treated equally before the law.

6. Job growth must be Green job growth.    
Build out  a 100% renewable energy economy.   
Every single fl at roof big box building must 
have solar panels.  Permits and Variances 
should have built in requirements.   Dependence 
on Military expenditures to make our local 
economy work is counterproductive to 
sustainability.

7. Yes.   The county/home rule city  system  
was set with little regard  environmental 
subsystems.  People who work in the city 
often live away from costs of running the 
city.    Huge military properties and personnel 
have tremendous environmental and economic 
demands diffi cult to cost out.   Citizens 
have diffi culty understanding overlapping 
governmental agencies.

8. Greens  support  instant runoff or approval 
style voting that reduces the money wasted on 
PR candidates     Vote by mail is a great idea.    
If  polling sites are reduced transportation to the 
polls should be provided.  The vote count must 
be kept  trustworthy.  
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❏ Yes, I’d like to support Citizens Project! Enclosed is my contribution of:

❏ $50     ❏ $75     ❏ $100    ❏ $250     ❏ Other: $_______

(All donors receive a postage-paid subscription to Freedom Watch.)

❏ Sign me up for the Activist Network     email: ____________________________________

Name

Address 
S t r ee t     

C i t y                       State       Z i p

Phone ( 
Work

 )
                           

( 
Home

 )
        

You can make a difference. Stand with Citizens Project.

Please return to:
Citizens Project
PO Box 2085
Colo. Spgs., CO 80901

Be part of the solution.
 “I never vote in any election without first reading 

Citizens Project’s survey.” 

– Margi Duncombe, former board member and frequent voter.

P.O. box 2085  
Colorado Springs,   
Colorado 80901
Phone: (719) 520-9899  
Fax: (719) 520-0118
www.citizensproject.org
email: info@citizensproject.org

Erin Hannan, Chair
bill brown
Karole Campbell
Connie Dudgeon
Frances Gomeztagle
Gail Johnson
Mark Lee

Pete Lee
Kelley Parker
barbara Reichert
brinah Vincent
Lynn Young
Heather Zambrano

MISSIOn: 

Citizens Project spotlights issues in the Pikes 
Peak region and mobilizes people to strengthen 
the traditional values of our nation: equal rights, 
individual freedoms, separation of church and 
state, civic engagement, and respect for diversity.

An affiliate of Community Shares. © 2011, Citizens Project.  All rights reserved.

Deborah Adams
Jody Alyn
Dr. Peg bacon
buck blessing
Richard Conway
Dr. Margi Duncombe
Sharon Friedman
Carolyn & Peet Heuberger
Dr. Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins
Mary Mashburn
Mary Ellen McNally
Deborah Muehielsen

Marcy Morrison
Cynthia Nimerichter
Joanne Peterson
Dr. James Sauls
Kimberley Sherwood
Jim Alice Scott
Richard Skorman
Marvin Strait
June Waller
Greg Walta
Marjory & MiRobin Webster

Advisory Council

Board Members

Staff
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el paso County CoMMissioner Candidates

1. Why are you running and, if 
elected, what will be your priorities?

2. What are the most pressing issues 
facing El Paso County and how will 
you address them?

3. How should El Paso County 
make necessary budget cuts while 
simultaneously addressing the 
increased need for services due to 
the recession, including services 
provided through the El Paso 
County Health Department and the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services and services provided by 
private charities? 

4. El Paso County residents pay on 
average, $1 per person per year in 
sales and property tax support for 
their county parks and trails. That’s 
just 1.1% of the county’s general 
revenue budget. Recent surveys 
indicate county residents see their 
county parks and trails as priorities. 
Would you support increased funding 
for these resources at sustainable 
levels and where would you find the 
money?

5. Which of the following resolutions 
would you support and why?

(a) Recognition of National Day of 
Prayer
(b) Recognition of Cinco de Mayo
(c) Recognition of Transgender 
Remembrance Day
(d) Recognition of World AIDS Day
(e) Recognition of National Sanctity 
of Human Life Day
(f) Recognition of Holocaust 
Remembrance Month
(g) Recognition of Juneteenth

6. As county commissioner, what 
would you do to ensure a balance 
between promoting job growth and 
sustainable development in El Paso 
County?

7. Some people in this community 
believe that merging the city of 
Colorado Springs and El Paso 
County would eliminate inefficiencies 
and create economies of scale.  
Please tell us where you stand on this 
issue and why.

8. Many counties have decided to 
utilize vote by mail, vote centers or 
consolidating precincts as a way to 
save money when running elections.  
How much should cost impact 
decisions about the kind of election 
we have; and what style of voting 
would you support?

Candidate
Questions

el paso County  
Commissioner district 4
Dennis Hisey
24 Circle C Rd      
Fountain, CO 80817
dennishisey@q.com  
719-391-4540
www.dennishisey.com
education: Attended Oral Roberts 
Univ. and Oregon State
occupation: County Commissioner, 
former Business Owner

1. I am honored and humbled to represent the 
citizens of El Paso County, many good things have 
been accomplished during my term, together we 
can continue to make progress. The priorities have 
to remain Public Safety, including Child Protection, 
as well as Roads and Drainage – core government 
services. 

2. The DA, Sheriff and Child Protection in DHS all 
have critical staffing short falls. The Sheriff’s ballot 
measure would take care of the largest funding 
need allowing us to address other needs through 
the General Fund.  Roads, flooding and erosion 
are also urgent and we are working regionally on 
those.

3. The county primarily performs services 
mandated by the state or federal government. 
Thus, we cannot eliminate services but must 
find ways to do them more efficiently or reduce 
the service level. We look for different solutions 
and rely more heavily on private and non-profit 
partnerships as well as volunteers.

4. Funding for Parks – a non mandated service 
– competes with all the mandated services for 
General Fund dollars. I would like to see increased 
General Fund support for parks due to its 
demonstrated value to the people and community.  

5. Resolutions supported:
All of the resolutions with a Yes are resolutions 
that have come before the board during my tenure 
and I have supported.
(a) Recognition of National Day of Prayer yes 
(b) Recognition of Cinco de Mayo yes 
(c) Recognition of Transgender Remembrance Day 
no – fail to see where this warrants a resolution
(d) Recognition of World AIDS Day yes 
(e) Recognition of National Sanctity of Human Life 
Day yes 
(f) Recognition of Holocaust Remembrance Month 
yes 
(g) Recognition of Juneteenth yes 

6. More companies are realizing the value of and 
looking for communities that have sustainable 
policies and procedures so these are not mutually 
exclusive concepts. We have changed our Land 
Use Code to make it less burdensome on business 
while also doing a better job of protecting the 
environment.

7. The other 7 towns in the county, including the 
one I live in, seem to be left out of this discussion. 
The county and the cities have distinct roles to 
play. Where there is overlap partnerships both 
formal and informal can be utilized to capitalize on 
efficiencies.

8. The real goal is to provide voters a secure, 
convenient, accessible method to vote. As more 
people use the mail ballot option, which is available 
to everyone, the cost of hundreds of neighborhood 
polling places used by very few voters has to be 
considered in the decision making process.
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